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examined. Supposing a dead rat be found on board a vessel, an imme- 
diate bacteriological examination would be made at the government 
laboratory, and, should the plague bacillus be found in it, the vessel 
would, of course, be put under quarantine and thoroughly disinfected. 

(2) Particular watch is kept at all wharves against rate, while rewards 
are offered for their destruction in plague-infected centers of tjie town. 

(3) When a case of plague is reported in the town, the person is 
removed to one of the several plague hospitals in the town, the inmates 
removed to a segregation camp and the house and clothes thoroughly 
disinfected- Briefly, a house is disinfected as follows : 

When the floor is of cow dung it is "fired" by heaping on it a 4- inch 
layer of grass, the walls are scraped beforehand and the whole saturated 
by a steam or hand spray with a 1-1000 solution of HgCl^ ; the tiles are 
removed and the windows kept open. The house is left uninhabited for 
about a month and again disinfected with the sublimate solution before 
being brought into use. When the floor is of cement it is thoroughly 
saturated with the solution only. In the case of clothes, all rags and 
inexpensive articles of clothing are burnt, those that will stand a sub- 
limate solution, dipped in it for one quarter hour ; others boiled for one- 
half hour in water, while silks and other expensive articles are exposed 
to the sun. 

(4) Bombay having been declared a plague center, all passengers 
arriving by train at places outside it are examined medically, the trains 
being detained for that purpose. Suspicious persons only are detained 
at the plague camps established all over India on the lines of communi- 
cation by rail. The result is that cases are gradually filtered all along 
the railway line. 

(5) Pomites and rags having been found to favor the transport of the 
disease, they are not allowed to be landed at certain foreign ports, and 
wisely so. 

(6) The plague cases are attended by special government medical offi- 
cers in the case of government hospitals ; and by private practitioners 
in the case of caste hospitals such as the Khoja, Hindu, and Mahratta. 
The healthy are not allowed to come in contact with the sick. 

(7) The dead are burned when the caste system allows of it ; when 
burial is th^ mode of disposal a 6 foot grave is dug and plenty of chlo- 
ride of lime is put under and above the body. The bedding and cloth- 
ing in all such cases would be burned (a\ 

(8) Great care is taken to receive all sputa, excreta, and discharges 
from buboes in vessels containing a sublimate solution. They are burnt 
afterwards. 

H. E. Banatvala, 
Major, Indian Medical Service. 

IRELAND. 

Beportsfrom Queenstown. 

QuBENSTOWN, IRELAND, May 12, 1900. 
Sir : I have the honor to transmit herewith weekly abstract of bills 
of health, and sanitary report, and to report on the transactions at this 
port for the week ended to-day, as follows : May 6, Cunard steamship 

a When priests come in contact with plague corpses, they, as ■well as the clothes they 
wear, would be disinfected. A fresh suit of clothes would be worn by, them after their 
disinfecting bath, while they would be kept under observation for a period of ten days 
after. 
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Campania, to New York, 12 saloon, 28 second-cabin, 341 steerage 
passengers, with 665 pieces baggage. May 8, ship Calcutta, to Phila- 
delphia, 3 officers, 20 crew, water ballast ; ship Media, to Savannah, 
3 officers, 13 crew, rock ballast. May 9, Cunard steamship Ultonia, to 
Boston, 295 steerage passengers, with 650 pieces baggage. May 10, 
White Star Line steamship Teutonic, to New York, 7 saloon, 39 second- 
cabin, 706 steerage passengers, with 1,200 pieces baggage. One case 
barber's itch detained. May 10, American Line steamship Waesland, 
to Philadelphia, 14 second cabin, 180 steerage passengers, with 245 
pieces baggage. May 11, Dominion Line steamship New Midland, to 
Boston, 7 saloon, 46 second-cabin, 481 steerage passengers, with 800 
pieces of baggage. 

Eespectfully, J. H. Oakley, 

PoMed Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 
The StJKGEON- General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Cargoes and bills of health. 

QUEENSTOWN, IRELAND, May 12, 1900. 

SiE : I have the honor to report that Ireland's export trade with the 
United States is carried on via Liverpool and Glasgow. This trade con- 
sists principally of new linen and woolen goods, whisky, stout, ale, 
salted mackerel, and hides. Whisky and hides are shipped to the United 
States from Cork via Liverpool, and the consul here witnesses and cer- 
tifies to the disinfecrion of hides at Cork. It is an unusual occurrence 
for a vessel to take out a cargo from an Irish port direct to the United 
States. 

This occurred once during the year 1899 and the cargo consisted of 
stout, ginger ale, and whisky, from Dublin. From the same port 28 
bills of health were issued to vessels in ballast during 1899. 

During 1899, 61 bills of health and 2 supplemental bills were issued at 
Belfast, 2 bills of health were issued at Waterford, and 4 bills of health 
were issued at Limerick. All these were to vessels in ballast. At Lon- 
donderry 1 bill of health was issued and 237 supplemental bills were 
issued. Most of the latter were to steamers calling for passengers ; the 
others were to vessels in ballast. 

At this port 6 bills of health were issued to vessels in ballast, and 226 
supplemental bills were issued in 1899. Most of the latter were to 
vessels calling for passengers. So far this year we have issued 3 bills of 
health and 56 supplemental bills. 

Eespectfully, J. H. Oakley, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M H. 8. 

The Suegeon-Geneeal, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

QuBBNSTOWN, Ieeland, May 19, 1900. 
SlE : I have the honor to transmit herewith weekly abstract of bills 
of health and sanitary report and to report on the transactions at this 
port for the week ended to-day, as follows : May 13, Cunard steamship 
IvemiM, for New York, 30 second -cabin, 1,025 steerage passengers, 
with 1,750 pieces of baggage ; 1 case scabies (girl) and 1 case trachoma 
(male) refused passage. May 17, steamship Germanic, While Star 
liine, for New York, 8 saloon, 550 steerage passengers, with 900 pieces 



